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Introduction

The reaserch subject and actuality. The doctoral thesis discusses the
issues of relationship between knowledge and faith, reason and
revelation, church and academy, Jerusalem and Athens. The city of
Athens marks ancient philosophy and philosophy in general, while
the city of Jerusalem marks Judeo-Christian religion. It is widely
recognized that for last two thousand years the development of
Western civilization was determined by the relationship of
philosophy and religion. The work analyzes philosophical,
theological, historical, political and legal aspects of the relationship of
Jerusalem and Athens. Here are reviewed certain particular stages
and events of this relationship. The thesis also discusses those works
of outstanding thinkers who in different epochs have originally
understood the peculiarities of the relationship of Jerusalem and
Athens and developed new dimensions in this regard.

Since the beginning of XX century, in the Western world, a tendency
of reviewing traditional values was dominant; many thinkers of the
past century as well as our contemporaries described this process as
the crisis of values. The secular and liberal movements of XX century
opposed two major bases of Western culture antique philosophy and
Biblical religion. Since the ancient ages these two sources of Western
culture have been determining its development and liability,
therefore, their re-actualization and re-interpretation is the best way
of understanding the peculiarities of the mentioned crisis.

The aim of the research. The study of Jerusalem and Athens,
commonly, was done based on traditions of these two cities.
Jerusalem as the center of Faith and religion and Athens as the center
of knowledge and philosophy were discussed in the frames of their
individual culture, such studies didn't properly demonstrated the
importance of Jerusalem and Athens for the rest of the world. Thus, it
is important that Jerusalem and Athens is discussed and understood
in the intercultural light. The study of these ancient paradigms
should be done in the direction of Greek-Roman-Byzantine though,
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and on the other hand, their reception among Jewish thinkers has to
be taken into the consideration. At the same time, it is necessary to
pay attention to those traditions and experiences which are not
properly studied yet. In this regard medieval Georgian thought
should be mentioned. In the philosophical and theological works of
that time Georgian intellectuals an original reception of Jerusalem
and Athens can be found.

Research objectives. In order to achieve above-mentioned aim
following objectives must be accomplished: broad spectrum of the
scientific studies on the relationship of Jerusalem and Athens should
be reviewed. The works of those great thinkers should be examined
who opened new dimensions for the relation of faith and knowledge
and created the original models for their co-existence or vice versa
who deepened the differences between them. Therefore, it is
necessary to study the philosophical, theological, political, legal and
social aspects of this relationship. At the same time the result of
Biblical studies should be analyzed and the role Jerusalem and Athens
should be determined in Western political history. Also, the
perspectives of the re-interpretation and re-actualization of the
Biblical doctrines should be evaluated.

The hypothesis of the work. The history of the relationship of
knowledge and faith includes the history of many civilizations and
cultures, the cultures of Jerusalem and Athens have influenced many
other cultures, moreover, these two cities dominated on other
cultures and therefore name of Jerusalem and name of Athens mark
different cultural groups, which, in its turn, for last two thousand
years, were trying to group with each other as well. The history of
Jerusalem and Athens, at the same time, is the history of
transformation, birth and death of cultures. Therefore, above-
mentioned influence has not always been unilateral. As the time
passed, different cultures introduced number of corrections and
amendments in the initial practices of Jerusalem and Athens.
Moreover, while entering in every new culture these practices were
able to go through individual regime of adaptation. It was a
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complicated process which required adjustment to the concrete local
culture on the one hand and maintenance of the initial direction of
development on the other. As a result of this process the traditions of
Jerusalem and Athens were formed as the traditions on the crossroad
of cultures which finally has determined their intercultural character.

Review of scientific literature and theoretical context of study

“What indeed has Athens to do with Jerusalem? What concord is
there between the Academy and the Church? What between heretics
and Christians?” Tertullian (160-225) asked this famous question in
early Christian period when Christianity was making first contacts
with Greek thought. His question was based on the word of St. Paul:
“Make sure that no one captivates you with the empty lure of a
‘philosophy' of the kind that human beings hand on, based on the
principles of this world and not on Christ” (Col. 2: 8-9). However,
other early Christian thinkers such as Origen (184/185-253/254), St.
Augustine (254-330) and etc. thought that reason (Athens) and
revelation (Jerusalem) could co-exist. It is considered that the best
answer to Tertullian’s question was provided by St. Clement of
Alexandria (150-215). He considered philosophy to be undivided part
of reasonable creatures and thought that neither Christians would
avoid it. As the centuries passed, relationship between Athens and
Jerusalem has developed and reached its peak in medieval thought.
Medieval Christian thinkers such as Anselm (1033-1109), Abelard
(1079-1142), and Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) strived for the
synthesis of reason and Christian faith and reasonable understanding
of god. In Middle Ages the idea that Christian faith and ancient
Greek cosmology could co-exist was widely accepted. Similar ideas
can be found in medieval Georgia. That time Georgian thinkers such
as: Ephraim the Small (XI c.) Arsen of Ikalto (XI-XII cc.), and Ioane
Petritsi (XI-XII cc.) had a close relationship with the Byzantine
intellectuals; they founded strong theological and philosophical
schools, moreover, loane Petritsi lead Gelati Academy, where along
with Christian texts, the works of pagan authors were taught.
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Meantime, in Greek and Jewish thought continuing argument
between Jerusalem and Athens concerned to the relationship of
Christianity and Old Testament and more generally to the
relationship of Christianity and Judaism. It should be noted that
while medieval scholars were striving to reconcile Christianity and
antique philosophy protestant worldview aimed to separates them in
order to return to true origins, and such origins were considered to be
the word of god preached in the gospels. Today less attention is paid
to those philosophical and theological contexts in which the relation
of Jerusalem and Athens was discussed among medieval Jewish
thinkers, in this regard should be mentioned Jehuda Halevi (1075-
1141) who thought that the god of Abraham and god of philosophers
had nothing in common, while in contradiction to him Moses
Maimonides (1135-1204) thought that Greek philosophy and Bible
could be reconciled. However, the most important issue for the
Christian as well as for Jewish tradition was the epistemological status
of god.

Tertullian’s question remained urgent in later times as well. It took
new interpretation in William of Ockham’s (1287-1347) nominalism,
which neglected scholastic views on the capabilities of human reason,
he rejected opinion that men were able to understand god by
reasoning and gave advantage to faith in this regard. In early modern
period “new sciences” have merged which critically revised the
works of the thinkers of past epochs, while proving the truth of their
own discoveries with strong empirical evidences. Despite that vast
majority of church intellectuals still strived to understand divine
truth and cosmological knowledge according to Bible.

In XX century German philosophers Hermann Cohen (1842-1918)
and Leo Strauss (1899-1973) re-actualized the relationship of
Jerusalem and Athens and discussed it in a different light. Cohen
considered that quarrel between Jerusalem and Athens can be solved
through thorough scientific examination. He thought that Plato’s
philosophy lacked the principles of equality while Biblical prophets
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lacked the rationality. However, he thought that synthesis of reason
and revelation was possible in the social context. Apart from Cohen
Leo Strauss thought that there is fundamental conflict and radical
contradiction between Jerusalem and Athens and their synthesis is
pointless, that by the independent existence of these two traditions
contemporary world will get more benefit.

Methodology and Research Description

Methodology. The traditions of Jerusalem and Athens are of the
intercultural character. Therefore, intercultural philosophy is the best
way of studying them. The major task of the later is to act as a
mediator between the philosophies of different cultures and universal
philosophy, which is not culturally bounded. The global task of the
intercultural philosophy is to be a bridge between Eastern and
Western philosophies and to present these philosophical traditions in
the context of universal philosophy, while one of the local tasks of
intercultural philosophy, which at the same time is the object of this
research, is to study Western philosophies in the united context of
Athenian tradition. Thus, the methodological base of intercultural
philosophy is comparativism, which in these cases, is reflected in the
comparison of cultures and their philosophical traditions. There is no
universal philosophy which would be separated from the
philosophies of different cultures; it consists of different philosophies
and is a result of their synthesis. Situation is same in regard of other
culturally bounded philosophies, where, as time passed, different
philosophical traditions were replacing each other or co-existed in
time and space. Therefore, intercultural philosophy studies the
relation if philosophical traditions within one concrete culture as
well as between different cultures and strives to discuss them in
unified context.

Intercultural study based on comparativist method includes only one
component of this work — the tradition of Athens. This method is also
used to outline the relationship of Jerusalem and Athens, but the
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study of the traditions of Jerusalem is done by using historical-critical
methodology. This methodology along with other methods includes
comparativism and intercultural approach as well and brings fruitful
outcomes while studying the tradition of Jerusalem as far as it is the
most effective instrument of the study of Bible which is the base of
this tradition. Thus, in several parts of the work is given a historical-
critical discussion of the bible which clarifies the origins,
development and transformation of the tradition of Jerusalem.

Research Description. This study uses above-mentioned methods and
instruments in order to outline the bases of the tradition of Jerusalem
as well as the major stages and direction of its development. It draws
a rational picture of Jerusalem and provides an opportunity to
compare Jerusalem with Athens. At the same time it makes possible
to investigate the influence of historical socio-political events on the
paradigm of Jerusalem. In addition, as far as the relationship of
Jerusalem and Athens occupies those aspects which is beyond
philosophical and theological contexts the interdisciplinary approach
is also used in this study. In particular, different parts of the study
refer to historiographical, political, and legal aspects of the
relationship of faith and knowledge. These three disciplines were
selected in order to understand the influence of Jerusalem and Athens
on Western socio-political history and to analyze their current role in
contemporary liberal democracies.

Most of the thinkers of Western Christian world, in their works, to
some extent have referred to the relationship of Jerusalem and
Athens. This work occupies the history of this relationship in general,
but it is obvious that in cannot include all those thinkers who wrote
on this matter. Therefore, authors citied in this work have been
selected according to their importance, influence and contribution to
the subject.
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Scientific novelty of the work

The work is of the historical-systematic character, it analyzes the
relationship of Jerusalem and Athens in intercultural and
interdisciplinary context.

Within the interdisciplinary approach the work uses methodological
instruments of philosophy, Biblical studies and political science. It
systematically discusses the intellectual traditions and experiences of
different cultures.

It discusses and represents those paradigms, stages and thinkers of
history of philosophy which weren't properly studied in Georgian
philosophy.

The work also evaluates and clarifies the importance of Jerusalem and
Athens in the decisive events of Western political history. In the
context of the relationship of Jerusalem and Athens it analyzes the
development of Georgian philosophy.

Conclusion

The work includes philosophical, theological, socio-political and legal
dimensions of the relationship of Jerusalem and Athens. It discuses
their particular aspects and peculiarities; thus by using intercultural
and interdisciplinary approach, as a result of the study of relation of
Jerusalem and Athens, following closing conclusions can be drawn:

1) The initial cultures of Jerusalem and Athens have a lot in common.
However, before the appearance of Christianity they maintained
independence from each other. Since Christianity has emerged the
relation of faith and knowledge became its central issue. In early
Christian epoch, when on the one had the process of Christianizing
of the philosophy has started and on the other hand when
fundamental doctrines of Christian faith were introduced first
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tendencies of relationship between Athens and Jerusalem have
appeared. It is obvious that this process was not enough for
overcoming the differences between these two paradigms, however it
played major role in development of philosophy and Christian
doctrines.

2) In order to study and understand the tradition of Jerusalem and
therefore Judeo-Christian teachings the works of biblical prophets
and early Christian thinkers as well as Patristics and Scholasticism are
trustful guides. However, in our times they do not play decisive role
in this regard, as far as contemporary world in social, political or
cultural perspective is very different from the analogical models of
middle ages.

3) Historical critical study of Bible shows that historical sources about
descriptions of Old and New Testament as well as of Jesus are very
few. But even the existing source which are discussed in this work
are so poor that they only prove the existence of historical Jesus
while aren' t saying anything essential about major Biblical stories. In
the XIX century this circumstance was the reason of Biblical
criticism. It goes without saying that XIX century Biblical criticism is
far from perfection, but it is also evident that it had put church in
rather complicated situation and which hasn't been overcome yet.

4) Before XIX century organized religion and that time socio-political
order where collaborators in persecution of philosophy and free
opinion in general, however in XIX-XX century as a result of
tremendous political changes many were disappointed in organized
religion. In some political spaces e.g., Soviet Union religion was even
persecuted. However, skepticism towards religion was not only the
result of anti-religious propaganda, but this result was also caused by
the fast technological and scientific development which has changed
a traditional opinion about human capabilities, and thus fostered
those global changes as a result of which traditional position of
organized religion declined.
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5) Jerusalem and Athens still remain urgent in political context. In
this regard their re-actualization was successfully done by political
philosophy. For the liability of any political space it is necessary that
people integrated there have some fundamental values in common, as
far as in the beginning Western culture was originated based on the
cultures of Jerusalem and Athens, it is considered that it should be
supported by the values of these two cultures. XX century was an
epoch of the crisis of values; this crisis can be overcome only if
Western man re-actualizes the ideas of classical thought, the
necessary material of which is given in antique philosophy and
Biblical texts.
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