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Summary

After the annexation of Georgia by Russia in early XIX century, the number and relative share of diaspora in the
territory of Georgia grew steadily. It was one of the directions of the implementation of Russian policy in the
Caucasus region that continued until the Second World War and was then followed by the process of slow
reduction of the share of diasporas in the entire population, which accelerated exponentiallyin the post-Soviet
period after the restoration of the independence of Georgia. The reason for this is that due to the disastrous
deterioration of the living conditions, diasporas tend to go abroad at a higher pace than the representatives of
the autochthonous Georgian and Abkhazian ethnicities do. The reduction of the number of diasporas was
influenced by the process of integration of diasporas into the Georgian ethnos. In the post-Soviet period, the
number of population of the main autochthonous Georgian ethnicity decreased by 512 thousand people, i.e.
13.5%, while the number of Abkhazians increased by 30%, and the total number of diasporas decreasedby 2.5
times. Great changes have taken place in the demographic structure of diasporas that was manifested in the aging
of all diasporas. In the period of 1989-2014, the median age in the Russian diaspora increased from 36.7 years to
48.8 years, among Armenians - from 30.5 to 38.4 years, among Azerbaijanis - from 23.5 to 32.2 years, and in the
total population of Georgia- from 30.7 to 37.7 years. In the post-Soviet period, Turkish, Arab, Iranian, Indian
and Chinese diasporas were formed and tend to increase. The economic and cultural advancement of Georgia
that occurred in the recent period provides a fertile ground for attracting the population of Asian countries for

migration purposes. It becomes necessary to regulate immigration flows with a carefully thought - out policy.
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