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Introduction

The formation of the modern Chinese state proceeded through a
series of wars. In the first half of the nineteenth century, China —
a vast but technologically backward state — came into
confrontation with the developed states of West. Later, it became
the victim of an attack by modernized Japan. The People’s
Republic of China was born in the midst of war. The leaders of
the Chinese Communist Party studied the nature and character of
war both theoretically and practically. They sought to conduct
war rationally. The aim of the present study is to examine the
philosophy of war and grand strategy in modern China: how the
ruling political elite understood, and continues to understand,
war; what they consider to be a just war; and under what
circumstances they regard the use of force as justified.

War, as a system of knowledge, is highly complex and
multifaceted; it is understood as a subfield of political philosophy.
War is internally contradictory, yet insofar as it serves the
theoretical comprehension of political aims, its goals and
objectives are closely connected with the tasks of political
philosophy. Through the efforts of many generations of different
scholars, a system of knowledge emerged that is now referred to
as the philosophy of war. The philosophy of war does not
prescribe or determine what should be done here and now, or
how it should be done. Rather, it indicates what one should begin
from in extraordinary circumstances and what principles should
guide decision — making, as well as the determination of
directions and methods of action.

Unlike the philosophy of war, grand strategy denotes the state’s
most general and comprehensive approach, one that integrates
the various elements of state power. The objectives of grand
strategy are long-term. As a future-oriented project, it seeks either
to establish a new order or to preserve an existing one. Grand
strategy is broad in scope: it encompasses political, military,
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economic, and informational dimensions. It responds to both
systemic and internal challenges, yet it is always nourished by
historical and intellectual traditions.

Subject and Object of the Research — The object of the research
is the international politics of contemporary China, encompassing
the country’s geopolitical strategy, military doctrine, and the
transformation of its role in the global balance of power. The
evolution of China’s foreign and military policy is examined in
the study as a significant factor influencing the global and regional
security system, thereby defining the principal framework of the
work.

The subject of the research is China’s philosophy of war and grand
strategy; that is, the theoretical and practical factors that
determine China’s conduct of war and the formation of its grand
strategy. In this context, particular attention is devoted to issues
concerning the legitimation of war, the dynamics of military
strategy formation, and the analysis of China’s long-term strategic
priorities.

Scientific Novelty — China’s foreign policy and grand strategy are
primarily studied through realism as a theory of international
relations. More recently, research has also placed emphasis on
cultural and historical approaches. Established examples of
examining these issues directly through the perspective of
strategic theory remain limited, while examples of testing the
theory of indirect action are almost absent. Moreover, a
comprehensive, multidisciplinary analysis of China’s grand
strategy remains limited. This study develops a multidisciplinary
analytical framework that brings together philosophy, strategic
studies, and international relations, thereby offering a novel
approach to addressing the scientific problem posed in the
research. Through the testing of traditional models — offensive
realism, neoclassical realism, and the strategy of indirect approach
— the study originates a new hybrid model. In particular, the
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thesis offers a new conceptualisation of the theoretical
relationship between offensive realism and the strategy of
indirect approach. The research demonstrates that China’s use of
force and the threat of the use of force can be explained more fully
through the synthetic application of these theories.

Within the theoretical framework of the philosophy of war, the
following research questions and hypothesis are formulated:

Q1 — What influence do strategic culture, Communist ideology,
and Chinese nationalism exert on the philosophy of war in
contemporary China?

Q2 — How is Chinese nationalism reflected in the legitimation of
the use of force and the threat of the use of force in contemporary
China?

H1 - China’s philosophy of war constitutes an organizing force
and set of principles of political action, formed on the basis of a
symbiosis between modern experience (revolutionary war,
Marxist ideology, and Chinese nationalism) and traditional
strategic culture. It defines the fundamental principles of the
country’s grand strategy.

On the basis of the theory of indirect strategy, the following
research question and hypotheses are formulated in the thesis:
Q1 - Through which empirical indicators (strategic decisions and
behavioural patterns) are China’s indirect approach manifested at
the levels of grand strategy and military strategy? What expected
outcomes and possible lines of action does this generate in the
medium and long term?

H2 — Mao Zedong’s grand strategy was characterized by the
complex and synchronous use of indirect strategy approach,
which involved the combination of political (alliances,
propaganda, disinformation) and military (manoeuvre warfare,
attacks on supply lines and rear areas) methods of struggle. The
principal aim of this strategy was to dislocate the adversary’s
balance and to lay the foundations for China’s strength.
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H3 - China’s grand strategy (during the periods of Deng
Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, and Hu Jintao) entailed the gradual
modernisation and strengthening of China’s economic, political,
and military power (laying the foundations for China’s strength)
in such a way that neighbouring states would not perceive China
as a threat, thereby preventing the formation of hostile alliances
against it. At the same time, the use or threat of force was aimed
at producing the psychological dislocation of the political
leadership of the strongest actor within the adversary’s alliance,
through an attack on, or threat against, a weaker member of that
alliance.

H4 - Xi Jinping’s grand strategy entails the transformation of
China into a global power while avoiding direct military and
political confrontation with the United States. It creates
geoeconomic, diplomatic, and military ties that may be used to
counterbalance the United States and its allies. Its strategy for the
use of force is based on threat, pressure, and escalation control. At
the operational level, it relies on a “grey-zone” approach to
change the adversary’s behaviour without crossing the threshold
of escalation.

According to the theory of offensive realism, the following
research question and hypothesis are formulated:

Q1 — Does China’s grand and military strategy correspond to the
theoretical indicators of offensive realism concerning regional
domination and the maximisation of wealth and power?

H5 — The objective of contemporary China’s grand strategy is to
become a hegemon in the region, for which purpose it seeks to
maximise the country’s wealth and to create dominant armed
forces in the region. Its military strategy is oriented towards
expelling the United States from the region. It also implements
geoeconomic projects intended to ensure domination in the
region and to balance the United States at the global level.

According to the assumptions of neoclassical realism, the
following research question and hypothesis are formulated:
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Q1 — Are there indicators supporting the claim that a constrained
and/or permissive strategic environment, the leader’s ideas, and
strategic culture have shaped China’s grand strategy?

H6 — Contemporary China’s grand strategy was formed as a result
of the complex interaction among the strategic environment
(constrained and/or permissive), the leader’s ideology, and
China’s strategic culture.

Review of the Scientific Literature

The thesis examines the scientific literature concerning the
philosophy of war and grand strategy in general. This includes
the views of Carl von Clausewitz, Julius Evola, and Sun Tzu on
the nature of war, its aims, and purpose. In political philosophy,
war and its goals are assigned particular importance. The
philosophy of war seeks to answer several fundamental questions:
‘What is war? What causes it? What is the relationship between
war and human nature? Under what conditions can war be
considered just?

To understand the essence of war more fully, it is first necessary
to define its concept. Carl von Clausewitz characterises war as “an
act of violence intended to compel the adversary to submit to our
will”. For him, war is the continuation of politics by other means.
Real war does not always correspond to the theoretical concept of
“absolute war”. In it, a decisive role is often played by such factors
as “chance, risk, and fortune”. In the course of war, unforeseen
events, unexpected circumstances, and unintended consequences
exert a significant influence on all its dimensions. For this reason,
war is never merely the result of rational calculations and plans;
surprises and unpredictable factors occupy an important place
within it.

J. Evola argues that in liberal-democratic states the bourgeoisie
has fully subordinated the “soldier” and placed him in its service
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as an instrument for resolving external conflicts. For him, one of
the fundamental principles justifying war is the idea of heroism,
which gives meaning to human beings’ routine existence and
inspires them to reveal the heroic essence within themselves. War
provides a profound experience of life, one grounded directly in
the presence of death. ,Time spent face to face with death
exceeds, in its significance, a long and peaceful life.”

Sun Tzu remains China’s foremost philosopher of war. In the very
first chapter of his work The Art of War, he offers an
understanding of the phenomenon of war. The text of The Art of
War tells us that “war is a great matter for the state”; it is “the path
of life and death”. Accordingly, it must be studied and analysed,
which, in modern terms, implies the study of the phenomenon of
war. Sun Tzu’s military doctrine rests on two fundamental
principles: knowledge of the adversary and understanding of one’s
own forces. This knowledge is treated as a categorical and
unconditional requirement. His well-known proposition — “he
who knows his enemy and himself is not endangered in a hundred
battles” — underscores the decisive importance of this principle.
Since war is the path of life and death, it leads to the destruction,
weakening, and impoverishment of states. According to Sun Tzu,
war must be brought to an end swiftly. He emphasises that
prolonged war diminishes the army’s fighting spirit and its
armaments, while extended campaigns exhaust the resources of
the state. Sun Tzu devotes considerable attention to preventive
measures, in particular to ,diplomacy”, as a means of preventing
conflict or minimising bloodshed. For him, the ideal is victory
without battle. An attack on the enemy’s plans at an early stage
presumably entails diplomatic manoeuvres, political bargaining,
negotiations, and disinformation, although the author does not
specify the details. Within the hierarchy of strategic priorities,
Sun Tzu regards the disruption of the enemy’s alliances as the next
step, since an isolated adversary is less effective in conducting
combat operations and is defeated more quickly.
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The thesis also analyses C. Gray’s general theory of strategy. He
argues that every strategy, by its very nature, may be regarded as
part of grand strategy, since in the use of force, whether limited
or large-scale, it is necessary to take into account the combined
employment of the state’s economic, diplomatic, and other
resources. In his view, grand strategy represents the highest level
of the general theory of strategy. When political struggle gives
rise to a particular policy, that policy must be transformed into
grand strategy in order to ensure the protection of the state’s long-
— term interests. In this process, the use of military force is also
one possible instrument, although it should be only one element
within a broader strategic framework.

The thesis moreover studies the views of Chinese and Western
authors on contemporary China’s philosophy of war and grand
strategy. Particular emphasis in the research is placed on Mao
Zedong’s theory of war and strategy. An analysis of his military
writings was carried out, and they were compared with Liddell
Hart’s theoretical paradigms. Mao Zedong was not only the leader
of guerrilla warfare, but also created the theoretical foundations
of that form of war. His philosophy of war is based on Marxist
doctrine and shares the view that “war is the result of the
emergence of private property and the extreme expression of class
struggle”. In Mao’s conception, the final stage of humanity’s
development should culminate in the complete elimination of
war as a phenomenon. However, in his own view, this aim cannot
be achieved without war. This transitional stage must be devoted
to revolutionary war. Mao divided wars into just and unjust wars.
In his assessment, all revolutionary wars were historically
justified and just, whereas counter — revolutionary wars were
unjust. As a Marxist, he believed that humanity was in the final,
most large — scale and intensive phase of the development of wars.
In this context, the struggle of the Chinese Communist Party was
regarded, on the one hand, as a just war and, on the other, as a
path to the salvation not only of the Chinese nation, but of
humanity as a whole.
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Although Mao Zedong’s approach to war rested on an ideological
foundation, he attached great importance to its scientific study. In
his view, the successful conduct of war and revolution is
impossible unless there is a thorough understanding of the general
laws of war, as well as the specific principles of revolutionary war.

Mao believed that the principal object of the analysis of war
should be the specific conflicts and revolutions in which China
itself participated. In his view, the scientific study of war should
include three main components: “the general laws of war, the
universal principles of revolutionary war, and, most importantly,
the specific regularities characteristic of China’s revolutionary
war”. The study of war as a unified phenomenon, and the art of
directing it, constitute a task at the strategic level, whereas the
study of particular aspects of war is carried out at the operational
and tactical levels.

Description of the Research Methodology and Results

The research aims to verify theories and the hypotheses derived
from them concerning the philosophy of war, the formation of
grand strategies, and state behaviour. In this case, the deductive
method is employed, whereby knowledge precedes and
determines the cognition of specific facts. In this process,
cognition moves from the general to the particular. For the
purposes of the research, a methodology for the study of war is
used, which includes the following components:

The ontological and existential dimension of war — war is
considered as a particular condition of being, connected with
essential categories such as time, space, power, violence, and
politics.

War and the interrelationship among its elements - war
comprises multiple elements (political aims, military power,
economic resources, social mobilisation, and others), the
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interrelationship of which determines the character and
dynamics of war.

Value — based analysis — this examines the axiological aspects of
war, such as the aims of war, justice, moral justification, and social
value.

Typology and classification of war — within the framework of
the research, the systematisation of war and strategy is important:
direct and indirect, defensive, preventive, opportunistic, hybrid,
and so forth, which provides a better framework for strategic
planning.

In the course of working on the thesis, the qualitative research

method of case study was employed, through which the following

wars were conducted by contemporary China and cases involving

the use of force were analysed:

> The strategy of revolutionary war conducted by Mao Zedong
and the Communist Party (1927-1949);

> The Korean War (1950-1953);

> The China — Indian War (1962);

> United States military involvement in the Vietnam War from
Beijing’s perspective (1965-1973);

> The China — Soviet border conflict (1969);

> The China — Vietnamese War (1979);

> The use of the People’s Liberation Army to suppress internal
unrest (1989);

> The Taiwan Strait Crisis (1995-1996).

Discussion, Scientific Findings and Novelty

The research has shown that Mao Zedong’s philosophy of war was
strongly influenced by his Communist ideology, which
determined which wars were just and which were unjust. Unlike
the Soviet revolutionaries, he placed emphasis not on the
proletariat, but on the Chinese peasantry. It has been established
that this deviation from orthodox Marxist views was conditioned,
on the one hand, by the social reality of the time and, on the
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other, by the influence of Chinese strategic culture, which implies
an indirect movement from the periphery towards the centre.
Thus, Mao Zedong’s philosophy of war was based on Marxist
dialectics, but he understood and implemented it under the
influence of Chinese strategic culture.

The comparison of Mao Zedong’s theory of war with the views of
Carl von Clausewitz clearly demonstrated that, in both cases, war
is regarded as a continuation of politics. For both thinkers, war is
not an isolated phenomenon; rather, it serves political aims and
constitutes an integral part of them. According to Clausewitz, war
is a violent means whose purpose is to affect the will of the
adversary. In Mao’s view, however, war is not only an instrument
of politics, but also an instrument of social revolution - a
revolution shaped by Marxist ideas. If, for Clausewitz, the subject
of war is the state, for Mao Zedong its subject is also the political
party, alongside the state: a party that seeks to destroy the old state
and social order and to create a new state. For this purpose, the
indoctrination and arming of the population are necessary. Both
theorists recognise that the nature of war is not determined solely
by military tactics or technology; its essence must be examined
within its political and social context.

In Clausewitz, politics precedes and controls the use of force.
Military operations are the rational continuation of the state’s
political intention. Therefore, Clausewitz’s battlefield is strictly
delimited and structured. For him, what is decisive is a well —
organised army, with a formal hierarchy of command, striving to
engage in a general battle in order to impose its will on the
adversary. His “trinity”, composed of government, army, and
people, functions as a condition of stabilisation if there is
structural unity among them. If reason (politics), chance (military
action), and passion (public emotion) are in dynamic equilibrium
with one another, then war remains a continuation of politics and
is subject to rational control.
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Mao refracts this formula through the prism of Marxist dialectics
and strategic culture. For him, war is not merely an instrument of
foreign policy, but a dialectical process of social transformation.
For Mao, the battlefield is limited neither by its subject — the
army — nor by space. Peasants, workers, and party political
cadres are integral components of war, while the battlefield may
be everywhere. Mao Zedong’s politics does not simply direct the
course of war; rather, it creates it. The objective is revolutionary
change, not security or other foreign — policy aims.

For Clausewitz, war is, first and foremost, a conflict between
states, whereas Mao regards it as the highest form of class struggle,
one that serves the revolutionary movement. In Mao’s theory,
war encompasses protracted guerrilla struggle, people’s war, and
mobile warfare, which impose different requirements on his
strategy. Whereas Clausewitz strives towards a decisive campaign,
Mao supports a war prolonged over time. He uses time as a
strategic tool. War develops through the following dialectical
phases: defence, equilibrium, and counteroffensive.

The logic of Clausewitz’s actions is centralised, linear, and
oriented towards kinetic force. It is characterised by the
concentration of force, the destruction of the enemy’s main army,
and rapid decision — making based on force rather than
intelligence. Mao’s logic of action is more diffuse, implying
dispersion, mobility, and the gradual exhaustion of the enemy’s
forces through both political and military means. For Clausewitz,
victory means the end of the conflict. For Mao, however, victory
is the expansion of the sphere of politics into a new social order,
which implies that resistance passes into new forms. For Mao, war
and politics are different phases of one and the same process:
when one ends, it passes into another form.

Thus, although in the theories of Clausewitz and Mao Zedong war

is the continuation of politics, their approaches differ: one places
emphasis on relations among states and the balance of power,
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while the other focuses on revolutionary struggle and the
mobilisation of the masses. In this process, the contradictions
existing within society are continuously transformed. Therefore,
at a certain point in time, a new revolution becomes necessary.

Additionally, a certain degree of similarity can be observed
between Mao Zedong’s and B. H. Liddell Hart’s theories of war
and strategy. Both thinkers share the following principles: A) the
avoidance of direct confrontation with a stronger adversary; B)
the use of maneuver, time, and space to identify the enemy’s
vulnerable points and to concentrate forces there; and C) the
subordination of military action to a broader political objective.

The research revealed the following tendency: China’s
philosophy of war has undergone a certain transformation. From
a Marxist philosophy of class war, it has been transformed into a
philosophy of the use of force for China’s rejuvenation. People’s
war has been replaced by high — technology warfare, which also
encompasses cyber and space dimensions.

Xi Jinping’s doctrine of the use of force contains within itself the
necessity of nationalist discourse and high — technology military
modernisation. It represents a certain synthesis of traditional
realism and Marxist ideology.

As for the testing of the theory of indirect approach, the
hypotheses (H2, H3, H4) were confirmed. At the levels of grand
strategy and military strategy, Mao Zedong made virtuoso use of
indirect actions. This conclusion holds true both in the case of the
revolutionary war and in the cases of the Korean War and the
Sino — Indian War - conducted by Mao. According to the
hypothesis, the aim of Mao’s strategy was to dislocate the
adversary’s balance. To this end, he resorted to military operations
extended over time, expressed in mobile warfare. Through
manoeuvre and movement, he sought to disrupt the disposition of
the adversary’s forces and exhaust them.
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In the examples of the revolutionary war and the Korean War, we
observed an entire cascade of indirect actions at both the level of
grand strategy and the level of military strategy. The principal aim
of covert intervention in the Korean War was to produce the
psychological dislocation of the United States and its allies. This
was achieved by secretly introducing forces into the territory of
North Korea. Hundreds of thousands of Chinese soldiers appeared
unexpectedly before American forces, which, at the initial stage
of the war, produced the effect of psychological shock. As a result,
the United States was forced to conduct limited military
operations.

During the Korean War, China’s military and political alliance
with the Soviet Union constituted its centre of gravity,
compelling the United States to refrain from launching a direct
attack against Chinese territory. It forced the United States to
employ military force within a limited framework, which
represented a significant strategic advantage for China. At the
level of military strategy, it should be taken into account that
American air power could have directly attacked China’s
industrial centres in Manchuria, where the country’s principal
military and economic infrastructure was located. China knew
well, from the example of Japan, what American aviation was
capable of Thus, the Sino — Soviet alliance constituted a
manifestation of the newly established People’s Republic of
China’s indirect grand strategy. The Soviet Union’s political,
military, and economic support was an important factor in the
security and development of the republic.

As for the Sino — Indian War, China’s surprise attack in 1962
produced the dislocation of the psychological balance of India’s
political and military leadership, after which China rapidly
replaced war with a political process. Its military strategy aimed
to achieve decisive victory without a full — scale war. Accordingly,
its objectives were limited. These objectives, in turn, determined
the choice of the operation and tactics. As in the Korean War,
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Chinese military commanders here also fully achieved the effect
of surprise. The attacks were carried out unexpectedly and by
bypassing the fortified positions of the Indian army through
flanking manoeuvres. The People’s Liberation Army of China
quickly broke through India’s defensive positions and cut off vital
lines of communication from the Indian army. Beijing’s rapid
destruction of Indian army units and the capture of some of them
had a negative effect on the morale of the Indian army. We may
conclude that, in the case of the Sino — Indian War, the hypothesis
was fully confirmed.

The thesis also substantiates that Deng Xiaoping’s grand strategy
constituted a systemic model of indirect action, in which
economic modernisation, international integration, and the
limited use of military force represented coordinated strategic
actions serving China’s long — term national objectives. It is
demonstrated that Deng Xiaoping’s strategic conception was
based on the logic of the gradual accumulation of power and the
prevention of hostile alliances.

Deng Xiaoping’s use of force against Vietnam in 1979 constituted
a necessary strategic step aimed at containing the growing
influence of the Soviet Union in the Indochinese region. On the
other hand, the existence of a secure environment for national
development was important for Deng Xiaoping, since a China
surrounded by Moscow and its allies would have been unable to
pursue modernisation and economic development. The war
against Vietnam was a limited use of force intended to balance the
Soviet Union. It also aimed to punish Vietnam for its intervention
in Cambodia and its attempt to dominate the region. Although the
war took an unexpected course for China, it formed part of Deng’s
grand strategy, the principal aim of which was to balance Soviet
influence in the region. This example clearly confirmed our
assumption that the use of force, or the threat of its use, was
directed at the psychology of the political leaders of the strongest
adversary through an attack on its weaker ally. Vietnam
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represented the weakest link in the alliance; therefore, China
attacked it in order to exert psychological pressure on the leaders
of the Soviet Union. Although the attack on Vietnam also implied
“teaching Hanoi a lesson”, the ultimate target was the leadership
of the Kremlin. For this reason, China launched a rapid attack on
northern Vietnam, occupied border towns, and withdrew again
within several weeks. Deng Xiaoping’s main target was the Soviet
Union, which during the war clearly saw its strategic limitations
in the region. Until the end of the Cold War, relations between
Vietnam and China remained tense. Through the strategy of
indirect action, China achieved strategic success in the long term:
it preserved its positions in the region while continuing the
country’s modernisation and economic development, whereas the
influence of the Soviet Union was significantly weakened.

The assumption that, during the rule of Jiang Zemin and Hu
Jintao, China’s grand strategy was one of indirect action was also
largely confirmed. It is substantiated that Jiang Zemin’s grand
strategy continued the vision developed by his predecessor and
represented a more institutionalised form of indirect grand
strategy, in which economic modernisation and integration into
international institutions became the central mechanism for the
growth of China’s power.

In the Hu Jintao era, China’s grand strategy expanded and came
to include not only the economic and military spheres, but also
an informational and cultural dimension. It is shown that the
international activation of Confucius Institutes and state media
constituted an instrument for increasing influence. China’s
participation in peacekeeping and humanitarian missions had a
positive effect on its image.

Thus, it is substantiated that, in the eras of Deng Xiaoping, Jiang
Zemin, and Hu Jintao, China’s grand strategy constituted a
systemic model of indirect action, within which economic
modernisation, international integration, the growth of military
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capabilities, and cultural — informational influence functioned as
a coordinated strategic mechanism and created a unique synergy.

As for the period of Xi Jinping, despite his aggressive military
modernisation and threats to use force, he avoids direct
confrontation with the United States and seeks to achieve his
objectives through more indirect means. Through economic and
infrastructural projects, he expands the country’s influence and
wealth. The research shows that, in the United Nations and other
international organisations, China criticises the United States and
supports Russia, but never moves towards direct confrontation.

The research confirms that Beijing seeks to undermine the
political and psychological stability of the Taiwanese authorities.
To this end, it resorts to military exercises, disinformation
campaigns, and covert operations, and selectively employs
economic embargoes. Over the past several years, military
exercises have been conducted systematically in the Taiwan
Strait. It violates airspace and uses missile forces, during which
missiles are launched near Taiwan. Overall, Beijing resorts to all
means of intimidation at its disposal.

As for the hypothesis formulated for the purpose of testing the
theory of offensive realism (H5), which assumed that China’s
objective is regional hegemony and that, to this end, it seeks to
maximise power and wealth, it is not confirmed prior to Xi
Jinping’s rise to power. The reason for this is presumably that,
despite China’s territorial and demographic size, it was a poor and
backward country. A multi — million — strong army and a coherent
political ideology alone could not transform it into a great power
aspiring to regional hegemony. During the periods of Xi Jinping’s
predecessors, the foundations for China’s strength were being
laid.

In 2012, when Xi Jinping became General Secretary of the Party,
China was already the world’s second — largest economic power.
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The country’s gross domestic product stood at USD 8.53 trillion,
with annual growth of 7.9 per cent. China’s military budget
amounted to more than USD 145 billion. Accordingly, Xi Jinping’s
political ambitions have a more global scope. During the fourteen
years of his rule, China has continued to grow as an economic and
technological giant. The overall power gap in relation to the
United States has been steadily narrowing. In terms of purchasing
power parity, China’s gross domestic product had already
surpassed that of the United States in 2017. Although China’s
economic growth slowed during the COVID pandemic, its
military budget has continued to grow steadily, and the
modernisation of its armed forces has proceeded intensively. In
2022, China’s military expenditure amounted to more than USD
291 billion, while the country’s gross domestic product stood at
USD 18.3 trillion.

Change in Gross Domestic Product, 2020-2024

Year/Country China | United
States
2020 14.9 20.9
2021 18.2 23.3
2022 18.3 26.0
2023 18.2 27.7
2024 18.7 29.2

Source: Trading Economics
GDP: trillion US dollars, nominal (current USS$).

Dynamics of Military Expenditure, 2020-2024

Year/Country China | United
States

2020 258 778

2021 286 806

50



2022 292 861

2023 297 916

2024 315 997

Source: Trading Economics
Military expenditure: billion US dollars.

During Xi Jinping’s rule, the hypothesis is largely confirmed. It is
shown that his grand strategy is clearly directed towards
hegemony in the region and towards changing the global balance
of power in China’s favour. The indicators of offensive realism are
reflected in the growth of military expenditure, military
modernisation, and, more broadly, policies aimed at increasing
the country’s wealth. What is not yet present are wars waged for
the purpose of influence and wealth. However, within the
framework of the militarisation of the South China Sea, Beijing is
aggressively developing military infrastructure and asserts that its
territorial claims are legitimate. Taiwan also constitutes an
important element of China’s grand strategy. Beijing is actively
creating the capability to use force, which is critically important
for achieving regional hegemony. Xi Jinping is deliberately
strengthening military cooperation with Russia, which serves to
alter the regional balance involving the United States and its
allies, a pattern that corresponds to the classical logic of offensive
realism.

It was also confirmed that China’s objective is to drive the United
States out of the region; however, the means of achieving this
objective are indirect. Rather than seeking its direct expulsion,
China is attempting gradually to weaken United States regional
influence and restrict its military access. Beijing’s strategy is not
openly confrontational in a manner that would provoke
immediate military escalation in the region; instead, it is based on
the gradual alteration of the strategic balance, which gives China
an advantage in the long term. Evidence of this can be seen in
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China’s diplomatic activism with regional partners, its use of
economic leverage, and the growth of its military influence, all of
which aim at the gradual weakening of United States positions.

An important component of Xi Jinping’s grand strategy is the
deepening of military ties with Russia, which may be regarded as
one of the instruments of China’s attempt to weaken United States
regional influence. In recent years, Beijing and Moscow have
actively conducted joint military exercises, strengthened
cooperation in the defence sphere, and developed energy projects,
indicating that they are seeking, through joint efforts, to contain
Western influence.

In recent years, China’s nuclear capabilities have undergone
significant modernisation. In 2023, Beijing continued the rapid
expansion of its nuclear arsenal. According to the assessment of
the U.S. Department of Defense, by mid — 2024 the arsenal of the
People’s Republic of China consisted of more than 600 nuclear
warheads, while by 2030 this number is expected to exceed 1,000.
A significant share of these warheads will be deployed at a higher
level of readiness. China will continue to expand its arsenal at
least until 2035. As recently as 2020, China’s stockpile of nuclear
warheads was estimated at around 200 units.

Comparison of the Number of Nuclear Warheads: China and the
United States

Country/Year 2024 2030
China >600 >1000
United States 3748

Source: U.S. Department of Defense, 2024.
The People’s Republic of China continues to increase the number

of launchers for intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), and in
some components it has doubled their number. China’s ICBM
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arsenal consists of approximately 400 units, including both fixed
and mobile launch systems. These systems provide the capability
to launch both single — warhead and multiple independently
targetable re — entry vehicle (MIRV) nuclear warheads, which
significantly increases the possibilities for strategic deterrence and
operational flexibility.

China’s Rocket Force Capabilities, as of 2024

System Missiles Range

ICBM 400 >5,500 30

IRBM 500 3,000—
5,500 — 30

MRBM 1300 1,000-
3,000 30

SRBM 900 300-1,000
30

GLCM 400 >1500 39

Source: U.S. Department of Defense.

The confrontation between the United States and China in the
field of artificial intelligence is not merely a technological
competition, but a new strategic battlefield that will shape the
international order in the twenty — first century. China is actively
seeking, through the development of Al, to weaken the United
States’ technological advantage and strengthen its own
geopolitical and military positions, which plays a central role in
its grand strategy. The integration of artificial intelligence by the
PLA, the strengthening of the A2/AD strategy, and the export of
technological infrastructure within the framework of the “Digital
Silk Road” serve to consolidate China’s regional hegemony. At the
same time, the United States is attempting, through sanctions and
controls on advanced technologies, to restrict China’s capabilities.
Confrontation in the field of artificial intelligence has become a
decisive factor not only in the redistribution of economic
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influence, but also in the redistribution of military and
geoeconomic influence, which fully corresponds to the logic of
offensive realism and to the main principles of the hypothesis.

On the basis of neoclassical realist theory, hypothesis (H6) was
formulated, which assumes that the formation of China’s grand
strategy is influenced by the systemic variable — the strategic
environment — as well as by intervening variables: the leader’s
image and strategic culture.

The research shows that, in the case of Mao Zedong, a constrained
strategic environment, his Marxist ideology, and China’s strategic
culture conditioned a defensive grand strategy, which, according
to Marxist doctrine, implied revolutionary and class war, while
his strategic culture, shaped by China’s experience, determined
the indirect character of this war.

As for the first stage of Deng’s rule, it is substantiated that a
constrained environment (meaning tensions with the Soviet
Union and the war in Vietnam), and later a permissive strategic
environment (the qualitative improvement of relations with the
United States and normalisation with the Soviet Union),
conditioned China’s development — oriented grand strategy. Mao
Zedong and Deng Xiaoping shared the same ideology, but in
Deng’s case what proved decisive was his operational code, which
was characterised by pragmatism. For this reason, he preferred
capitalist reforms within the country to indoctrination, while in
foreign policy he formed an alliance with an ally qualitatively
different from China. The doctrine of class struggle was replaced
by the struggle for the country’s development.

As for Xi Jinping’s rule, it is shown that the strategic environment
around China had already begun to change, which was partly also
the result of his predecessor’s policies; however, his aggressive
policy further accelerated the onset of competition between
China and the United States.
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If the theory of indirect strategy explains well the essence of
China’s grand strategy, neoclassical realism provides a more
complete account of the reasons for its formation. The strategy of
indirect approach shows us more clearly its dynamics and forms,
while neoclassical realism reaches the roots of its emergence.
However, both the causes of its emergence and its form are
nourished by China’s strategic culture.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The research identifies a connection between offensive realism
and the strategy of indirect approach. In the case of China, the
objectives of offensive realism — the achievement of regional
hegemony and tendencies towards balancing American influence
— are evident. However, instead of aggressive war and the direct
use of force, Xi Jinping’s military — political team employs the
strategy of indirect action to achieve this objective, which is
expressed in the following actions: economic pressure, military
exercises and demonstrations of force, psychological operations,
diplomatic isolation, and coercion. A clear example of this is
China’s actions in the South China Sea. This case shows how the
objectives of offensive realism may be achieved through indirect
methods. Unlike classical offensive realism, the contemporary
approach combines state levers, the private sector, and
instruments of hybrid warfare.

It is substantiated that the combination of offensive realism and
the strategy of indirect approach creates long — term structural
pressure on adversarial states, disrupts their internal stability, and
thereby creates the possibility of controlling geopolitical space. It
also prepares a favourable environment for the use of force.
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It has been revealed that the synthesis of offensive realism and the
strategy of indirect action became evident during Xi Jinping’s
rule, indicating that China seeks to acquire influence while
avoiding direct military confrontation with the United States and
its allies in the Indo — Pacific theatre. Beijing’s approach to the
war in Ukraine should be understood in this same context. In the
course of the research, Beijing did not assist Russia with direct
military force; however, its economic and other forms of
cooperation with Russia are useful for Moscow in continuing the
war.

The issues examined in the thesis and the conclusions reached
make it possible to formulate the following recommendations and
prognosis: in order to understand China’s grand and military
strategy, and when planning long — term policy and strategy
towards it, it is important to employ Liddell Hart’s paradigm of
the strategy of indirect action. From an epistemological
perspective, it is comprehensible to the Western mind, while its
universal nature stands beyond culture, since it corresponds to the
most general principle of human nature.

It is also our view, on the basis of the research findings, that it is
important to incorporate the conceptual paradigms and
methodology of “quantum social science”, developed by
Alexander Wendt, into multidisciplinary studies of the
philosophy of war and strategy. This is because, in the course of
the research, we encountered a paradoxical condition: China’s
grand strategy is simultaneously peaceful and aggressive, indirect
and also containing elements of offensive realism. It therefore
clearly exceeds the mechanistic boundaries of social science
constructed on the foundations of classical physics. For the
understanding of strategy, a concept such as superposition may be
useful, having moved from quantum mechanics into the social
sciences, and implying the simultaneous existence of the potential
for several strategies within a single state. The example of China’s
wars and grand strategy shows that social reality possesses several
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potential alternatives at the same time. Political leaders are
characterised by contradictory views and actions. On the basis of
understanding the context, personal observation, and experience,
a decision is made and one specific choice is formed.

As for forecasts and probable scenarios, if Beijing continues its
grand strategy combining offensive realism and the indirect
approach, political tensions over Taiwan will increase further in
the short term. However, instead of the direct use of force, the
intensity of threats and the use of economic leverage will grow.
The share of information and cyberattacks against Taiwan’s
military — political elite and society as a whole will also increase.
The confrontation between the United States and China in the
fields of artificial intelligence and advanced technologies will
intensify further and may find expression in the process of the
colonisation of space as well. In the near — term perspective,
international alliances aimed at containing China will become
more structured.

As for the medium — term perspective (10-15 years), China’s
influence will increase further at the global level. This influence
will be particularly visible in Central Asia and Africa. Strategic
cooperation with Russia will become increasingly close, and
Russia’s dependence on China will grow. However, the balance
between these two actors may be maintained at the expense of
internal mistrust between them. The prospects for Sino — Russian
cooperation also depend significantly on who will rule Russia
after Putin. During this period, China will seek to complete the
formation of an alternative international order, which will serve
as a counterweight to the “Western” international system. In
addition, as a result of military modernisation, China’s armed
forces will act more boldly and aggressively in the Indo — Pacific
theatre.

In the long — term perspective (20-30 years), China will complete
the process of becoming a superpower. It will become the
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dominant power in the region, and its influence at the global level
will increase, as envisaged by the model of “Tianxia”. The
international system will contain two superpowers: the United
States and China. For them, the entire planet will constitute a
region. They will be able to project power at every point on the
planet, as only the United States is capable of doing today.

There will also be several great powers in the system, namely
India, Russia, and Brazil. It is possible that a supranational entity
such as the European Union may acquire a similar status, although
for this it will require reform of its defence and security system.
The international system will also include several regional
powers, such as Turkey, Iran, and others. All of this will probably
result in the division of the international order into two blocs: on
one side, the United States and its allies, and on the other,
countries with authoritarian forms of government under China’s
leadership.

However, there is a possibility that the processes of the second
and third phases may accelerate. In the medium — and long — term
dynamic, these processes may rapidly intersect. One of the
reasons for this may be China’s rapid technological progress and
military modernisation. We also observe radical changes initiated
by the new Trump administration for the consolidation of
American power and influence. Therefore, alignment around
China and the United States may occur earlier, which would
further aggravate the situation in East Asia.
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